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Attorneys’ Examinationsa in 2014 

February July Total 

Jurisdiction Taking Passing % Passing Taking Passing % Passing Taking Passing % Passing 

California 510 275 54% 417 131 31% 927 406 44% 

Georgia 136 125 92% 114 89 78% 250 214 86% 

Idaho 12 11 92% 13 6 46% 25 17 68% 

Maine 22 20 91% 14 10 71% 36 30 83% 

Maryland 87 67 77% 104 99 95% 191 166 87% 

Rhode Island 22 19 86% 12 7 58% 34 26 76% 

Vermont — — — 61 40 66% 61 40 66% 

Guam — — — 2 0 0% 2 0 0% 

N. Mariana Islands 2 1 50% 1 1 100% 3 2 67% 

Virgin Islands 4 2 50% — — — 4 2 50% 

TOTALS 795 520 65% 738 383 52% 1,533 903 59% 

aAttorneys’ Examination refers to a short form or other form of bar examination administered to attorneys admitted in other jurisdictions. 

Examinations Administered to Disbarred or Suspended 
Attorneys as a Condition of Reinstatement in 2014a 

Jurisdiction Taking Passing % Passing 

Arizona 3 1 33% 

Arkansas 1 1 100% 

California 33 2 6% 

Colorado 2 2 100% 

Floridab 8 2 25% 

South Carolina 5 3 60% 

Texas 6 0 0% 

TOTALS 58 11 19% 
aThe form of examination administered to disbarred or suspended attorneys varied among jurisdictions as follows: 
regular bar examination (5 jurisdictions), local component only (1 jurisdiction), Attorneys’ Examination (1 jurisdiction). 
bFlorida reports only a subset of suspended attorneys who are required to take the Florida portion of the examination 
only. Disbarred and other suspended attorneys who are required to take the regular bar examination are reported with 
other test takers. 
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Ten-Year Summary of Bar Passage Rates, 2005–2014 
Jurisdiction 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Alabama Overall 64% 65% 64% 67% 65% 67% 65% 64% 64% 62% 

First-Time 80% 80% 78% 79% 77% 78% 77% 76% 78% 79% 

Alaska Overall 63% 62% 60% 70% 58% 71% 59% 67% 66% 66% 

First-Time 75% 75% 82% 80% 72% 81% 71% 78% 80% 78% 

Arizona Overall 67% 68% 70% 76% 73% 73% 70% 75% 73% 67% 

First-Time 72% 75% 78% 84% 80% 81% 76% 80% 78% 73% 

Arkansas Overall 70% 69% 70% 72% 67% 65% 71% 68% 65% 63% 

First-Time 78% 80% 80% 83% 74% 72% 84% 76% 76% 76% 

California Overall 46% 47% 49% 54% 49% 49% 51% 51% 51% 47% 

First-Time 62% 65% 66% 71% 66% 65% 67% 65% 65% 60% 

Colorado Overall 68% 68% 69% 73% 74% 74% 79% 77% 76% 74% 

First-Time 78% 76% 78% 83% 85% 83% 86% 84% 82% 78% 

Connecticut Overall 74% 75% 77% 78% 75% 71% 71% 73% 73% 75% 

First-Time 81% 83% 86% 87% 83% 81% 82% 82% 81% 86% 

Delaware Overall 57% 59% 62% 73% 63% 66% 67% 63% 72% 63% 

First-Time 63% 67% 71% 80% 71% 72% 73% 69% 78% 69% 

District of Columbia Overall 51% 51% 54% 56% 49% 41% 48% 51% 47% 40% 

First-Time 69% 72% 76% 70% 65% 60% 69% 68% 61% 57% 

Florida Overall 60% 64% 66% 71% 68% 69% 72% 71% 70% 65% 

First-Time 71% 75% 78% 81% 78% 78% 80% 79% 78% 72% 

Georgia Overall 73% 76% 75% 79% 76% 75% 76% 75% 76% 71% 

First-Time 84% 86% 85% 89% 86% 84% 85% 84% 85% 80% 

Hawaii Overall 71% 71% 70% 76% 76% 68% 75% 68% 73% 67% 

First-Time 81% 77% 82% 88% 86% 77% 83% 75% 81% 74% 

Idaho Overall 74% 79% 76% 72% 81% 78% 79% 80% 79% 68% 

First-Time 80% 85% 81% 80% 86% 83% 85% 86% 83% 73% 

Illinois Overall 78% 79% 82% 85% 84% 84% 83% 81% 82% 79% 

First-Time 85% 87% 89% 91% 91% 89% 89% 87% 88% 85% 

Indiana Overall 75% 76% 76% 78% 75% 75% 74% 72% 74% 69% 

First-Time 84% 84% 84% 84% 83% 81% 83% 79% 83% 79% 
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Ten-Year Summary of Bar Passage Rates, 2005–2014 (continued) 
Jurisdiction 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Iowa Overall 80% 81% 83% 85% 88% 87% 84% 88% 88% 83% 

First-Time 86% 88% 89% 90% 93% 91% 90% 92% 93% 84% 

Kansas Overall 76% 82% 87% 86% 82% 84% 86% 84% 85% 82% 

First-Time 81% 90% 91% 89% 86% 90% 89% 89% 89% 86% 

Kentucky Overall 72% 73% 77% 77% 77% 77% 80% 76% 75% 76% 

First-Time 80% 82% 87% 83% 86% 82% 86% 82% 81% 81% 

Louisiana Overall 69% 70% 61% 62% 69% 61% 66% 59% 50% 62% 

First-Time 72% 76% 63% 66% 72% 65% 70% 63% 58% 69% 

Maine Overall 70% 73% 80% 86% 77% 88% 68% 68% 76% 71% 

First-Time 81% 81% 84% 91% 82% 89% 73% 73% 81% 76% 

Maryland Overall 65% 66% 67% 75% 69% 71% 74% 71% 73% 69% 

First-Time 74% 78% 76% 85% 78% 80% 81% 78% 80% 76% 

Massachusetts Overall 72% 77% 77% 80% 79% 81% 80% 77% 78% 73% 

First-Time 82% 87% 86% 89% 87% 88% 87% 83% 85% 81% 

Michigan Overall 64% 78% 76% 72% 81% 80% 76% 58% 62% 64% 

First-Time 75% 87% 86% 82% 89% 85% 82% 64% 69% 72% 

Minnesota Overall 81% 86% 88% 87% 85% 86% 88% 85% 85% 79% 

First-Time 88% 91% 93% 91% 90% 92% 93% 91% 90% 84% 

Mississippi Overall 85% 80% 81% 82% 78% 76% 73% 73% 77% 79% 

First-Time 88% 86% 88% 88% 85% 80% 81% 81% 85% 87% 

Missouri Overall 81% 82% 84% 87% 87% 86% 89% 89% 87% 84% 

First-Time 88% 88% 90% 91% 91% 90% 93% 92% 90% 87% 

Montana Overall 84% 91% 89% 91% 87% 89% 90% 91% 85% 65% 

First-Time 89% 92% 88% 92% 89% 93% 91% 93% 89% 70% 

Nebraska Overall 73% 80% 83% 84% 78% 81% 78% 73% 74% 70% 

First-Time 85% 83% 89% 89% 88% 90% 83% 83% 77% 77% 

Nevada Overall 59% 61% 60% 64% 60% 59% 65% 64% 61% 57% 

First-Time 68% 72% 74% 77% 73% 73% 76% 73% 73% 68% 

New Hampshire Overall 54% 77% 77% 88% 84% 80% 78% 82% 71% 81% 

First-Time 61% 82% 84% 88% 85% 82% 81% 84% 75% 86% 
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2014 STATISTICS CORRECTIONS (NORTH CAROLINA) 

Ten-Year Summary of Bar Passage Rates, 2005–2014 (continued) 
Jurisdiction 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

New Jersey Overall 70% 73% 73% 77% 77% 76% 77% 71% 75% 71% 

First-Time 77% 81% 82% 85% 84% 82% 84% 78% 79% 76% 

New Mexico Overall 81% 86% 78% 85% 84% 81% 82% 84% 83% 83% 

First-Time 85% 91% 83% 92% 91% 88% 88% 89% 91% 88% 

New York Overall 62% 63% 64% 69% 65% 65% 64% 61% 64% 60% 

First-Time 74% 77% 77% 81% 77% 76% 76% 74% 76% 73% 

North Carolina Overall 64% 64% 65% 71% 67% 68% 70% 65% 59% 60% 

First-Time 71% 75% 76% 83% 77% 78% 80% 79% 75% 69% 80% 69% 

North Dakota Overall 83% 72% 69% 77% 80% 78% 83% 78% 72% 63% 

First-Time 90% 83% 79% 85% 87% 84% 85% 81% 80% 65% 

Ohio Overall 71% 74% 76% 79% 76% 78% 79% 76% 79% 73% 

First-Time 80% 83% 86% 88% 86% 86% 86% 84% 86% 81% 

Oklahoma Overall 82% 83% 85% 89% 80% 82% 83% 80% 81% 76% 

First-Time 89% 91% 91% 93% 87% 89% 88% 84% 86% 84% 

Oregon Overall 67% 72% 74% 71% 69% 68% 68% 72% 73% 65% 

First-Time 74% 80% 81% 78% 77% 75% 78% 81% 80% 73% 

Pennsylvania Overall 70% 71% 72% 77% 76% 74% 77% 73% 73% 71% 

First-Time 80% 83% 83% 87% 86% 83% 85% 82% 81% 81% 

Rhode Island Overall 65% 71% 75% 75% 74% 74% 69% 78% 71% 73% 

First-Time 71% 77% 79% 79% 78% 79% 74% 83% 76% 77% 

South Carolina Overall 80% 77% 79% 75% 72% 73% 73% 67% 75% 68% 

First-Time 85% 78% 82% 82% 78% 80% 77% 73% 79% 73% 

South Dakota Overall 72% 77% 85% 88% 83% 94% 94% 83% 87% 72% 

First-Time 83% 85% 89% 95% 90% 99% 94% 86% 91% 75% 

Tennessee Overall 74% 75% 71% 76% 68% 70% 69% 68% 73% 66% 

First-Time 80% 79% 80% 83% 77% 79% 77% 73% 82% 72% 

Texas Overall 71% 74% 76% 78% 78% 76% 80% 75% 80% 70% 

First-Time 80% 82% 84% 84% 85% 83% 86% 82% 85% 77% 

Utah Overall 86% 83% 81% 83% 83% 82% 84% 77% 82% 80% 

First-Time 90% 89% 85% 87% 89% 89% 88% 82% 87% 87% 
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Ten-Year Summary of Bar Passage Rates, 2005–2014 (continued) 
Jurisdiction 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Vermont Overall 73% 68% 66% 65% 61% 76% 68% 65% 76% 67% 

First-Time 80% 78% 70% 79% 68% 87% 71% 69% 83% 75% 

Virginia Overall 68% 68% 67% 73% 69% 70% 72% 69% 71% 66% 

First-Time 76% 74% 76% 82% 76% 77% 79% 77% 77% 72% 

Washington Overall 71% 78% 77% 73% 67% 71% 66% 64% 76% 76% 

First-Time 77% 80% 78% 74% 69% 70% 67% 66% 82% 80% 

West Virginia Overall 64% 60% 63% 67% 73% 65% 74% 72% 68% 73% 

First-Time 71% 64% 74% 79% 81% 75% 83% 82% 76% 82% 

Wisconsin Overall 77% 78% 89% 89% 89% 90% 84% 83% 83% 74% 

First-Time 80% 82% 92% 92% 93% 92% 88% 86% 88% 81% 

Wyoming Overall 72% 72% 62% 64% 75% 71% 62% 53% 81% 72% 

First-Time 80% 74% 70% 67% 79% 75% 62% 60% 84% 78% 

Guam Overall 77% 75% 76% 75% 52% 80% 67% 57% 63% 68% 

First-Time 100% 70% 79% 73% 60% 90% 81% 60% 64% 77% 

N. Mariana Islands Overall 100% 88% 88% 83% 100% 63% 83% 100% 92% 88% 

First-Time 100% 88% 86% 83% 100% 57% 100% 100% 92% 88% 

Palau Overall 71% 27% — 67% 17% 57% 25% 30% 63% 18% 

First-Time 71% 27% — 50% 17% 67% 0% 38% 67% 15% 

Puerto Rico Overall 38% 46% 42% 44% 41% 42% 44% 36% 40% 39% 

First-Time 46% 57% 52% 52% 48% 50% 50% 45% 45% 45% 

Virgin Islands Overall 69% 73% 56% 76% 65% 71% 49% 64% 61% 73% 

First-Time 70% 70% 65% 84% 70% 77% 52% 70% 70% 77% 

AVERAGES Overall 64% 67% 67% 71% 68% 68% 69% 67% 68% 64% 

First-Time 76% 78% 79% 82% 79% 79% 79% 77% 78% 74% 
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Admissions to the Bar by Type, 2010–2014
 
Admisson by Examination Admission on Motion/by Transferred UBE Scorea 

Jurisdiction 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Alabama 492 516 533 465 461 19 32 — 38/— 30/10 

Alaska 106 70 106 103 79 19 36 44 27 37/8 

Arizona 543 506 629 722 683 234 183 145 176/8 171/38 

Arkansas 236 260 253 242 219 49 47 55 60 47 

California 6,423 6,627 6,846 7,008 6,726 — — — — — 

Colorado 1,005 1,101 1,080 1,019 914 130 155 157 185/13 245/45 

Connecticut 635 531 585 564 516 15 28 83 116 81 

Delaware 142 122 147 148 122 — — — — — 

District of Columbia 191 194 204 92 253 2,875 2,970 2,932 3,028 2,670 

Florida 3,190 3,646 3,342 3,476 3,137 — — — — — 

Georgia 1,174 1,165 1,144 1,245 1,297 90 123 124 132 178 

Hawaii 160 208 219 206 203 — — — — — 

Idaho 149 137 183 158 132 91 73 92 63/10 71/34 

Illinois 2,943 2,793 2,786 2,944 2,676 93 135 191 240 293 

Indiana 618 578 625 609 565 42 65 52 66 58 

Iowa 329 335 364 328 294 73 96 79 88 97 

Kansas 370 356 322 316 277 47 39 116 77 94 

Kentucky 486 554 476 581 475 62 91 83 87 91 

Louisiana 671 744 664 533 722 — — — — — 

Maine 168 157 145 152 128 4 6 20 31 48 

Maryland 1,365 1,653 1,685 1,742 1,637 — — — — — 

Massachusetts 2,216 2,278 2,289 2,233 1,998 162 138 174 178 194 

Michigan 986 979 878 1,061 1,011 100 120 138 187 192 

Minnesota 824 732 825 796 752 215 191 233 215/17 200/48 

Mississippi 260 252 248 265 233 29 34 33 40 35 

Missouri 861 877 922 911 899 72 88 111 115/8 138/29 

Montana 150 192 200 170 112 — — — —/34 —/72 

Nebraska 117 104 80 142 147 146 141 198 173/1 119/3 

Nevada 373 542 550 343 319 — — — — — 

aNCBE began collecting data for admission by transferred UBE score in 2013. Any persons admitted by transferred UBE score in 2011 (the first 
administration of the UBE, in which three jurisdictions administered the UBE) and 2012 (in which six jurisdictions administered the UBE) are 
included in those jurisdictions’ admission on motion numbers. 
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Admissions to the Bar by Type, 2010–2014 (continued)
 
Admisson by Examination Admission on Motion/by Transferred UBE Scorea 

Jurisdiction 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

New Hampshire 149 159 164 128 168 86 118 91 99/1 74/6 

New Jersey 3,133 2,844 3,175 3,386 3,635 — — — — — 

New Mexico 268 287 298 287 324 — — — — — 

New York 9,649 9,309 9,046 9,698 10,273 483 546 613 553 476 

North Carolina 998 1,032 1,094 997 1,102 107 69 76 94 107 

North Dakota 69 67 102 85 76 70 128 185 174/8 132/28 

Ohio 1,263 1,234 1,235 1,309 1,179 65 90 118 135 143 

Oklahoma 380 411 510 392 328 61 54 73 71 69 

Oregon 537 616 496 488 471 172 179 138 171 160 

Pennsylvania 2,220 2,099 1,886 1,995 1,883 331 305 285 246 236 

Rhode Island 202 185 204 201 158 — — — — — 

South Carolina 466 508 526 598 469 — — — — — 

South Dakota 74 74 87 91 52 18 22 23 30 22 

Tennessee 700 681 668 858 709 150 140 124 153 135 

Texas 2,929 3,097 2,988 3,356 2,892 328 379 408 480 533 

Utah 385 545 390 424 441 67 61 53 53/22 61/43 

Vermont 67 82 73 95 104 37 27 35 56 326 

Virginia 1,645 1,411 1,577 1,528 1,224 60 41 43 62 98 

Washington 950 923 935 1,006 910 231 225 232 318/29 484/69 

West Virginia 193 224 221 208 185 66 83 73 66 53 

Wisconsin 269 256 241 215 204 141 202 174 167 154 

Wyoming 103 96 91 96 61 16 16 27 41/20 64/78 

Guam 11 12 6 11 10 — — — — — 

N. Mariana Islands 5 5 8 13 8 — 11 9 4 7 

Palau 4 0 4 5 4 — — — — 7 

Puerto Rico 465 557 466 491 495 — — — — — 

Virgin Islands 37 23 25 23 29 — 2 — — 6 

TOTALS 54,354 54,946 54,846 56,558 54,381 7,056 7,489 7,840 8,295/171 8,436/511 

aNCBE began collecting data for admission by transferred UBE score in 2013. Any persons admitted by transferred UBE score in 2011 (the first 
administration of the UBE, in which three jurisdictions administered the UBE) and 2012 (in which six jurisdictions administered the UBE) are 
included in those jurisdictions’ admission on motion numbers. 
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Admissions to the Bar by Type, 2010–2014 (continued) 
Foreign Legal Consultants 

Jurisdiction 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Arizona 1 — 1 1 — 

California 5 3 4 13 17 

Colorado — — — — 1 

Delaware — 1 — — — 

District of Columbia 6 8 11 13 6 

Florida 32 47 52 60 9 

Georgia 1 — 1 2 1 

Hawaii — — — — 1 

Illinois 2 — — 1 

Iowa 1 — — — — 

Massachusetts — 1 — 1 1 

Michigan — — — — 1 

Minnesota — 1 1 — 2 

New Jersey 1 — — — — 

New Mexico — — 1 — — 

New York 13 23 36 26 36 

North Carolina — — — — 1 

Ohio — — — — 2 

Pennsylvania — 1 — — 1 

South Carolina — 2 1 — — 

Texas 2 4 6 8 3 

Virginia — — — 1 — 

Washington — — 1 2 3 

TOTALS 64 91 115 128 85 

Admission by Diploma Privilegea 

Jurisdiction 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

New Hampshireb 14 19 20 22 22 

Wisconsin 466 462 463 461 417 

TOTALS 480 481 483 483 439 

aDiploma privilege is defined as an admissions method that excuses students from a 
traditional bar examination. 
bIndividuals are graduates of New Hampshire’s Daniel Webster Scholar Honors Pro­
gram, which is a two-year, performance-based program that includes clinical experience, 
portfolio review, and meetings with bar examiners. 

30 



31 2014 Statistics

 

 2014 Admissions to the Bar by Examination, 
on Motion, and by Diploma Privilege 

(Note: Some jurisdictions have relatively low percentages of on-motion admissions, which may not be easily visible in this chart. 
Please refer to the accompanying chart on pages 28–30 for precise numbers.) 
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The National Conference of Bar Examiners has produced the Multistate Bar Examination (MBE) 

since 1972. In 2014, the MBE was part of the bar examination in 54 jurisdictions. 

The MBE consists of 200 multiple-choice questions in the following areas: Civil Procedure, 

Constitutional Law, Contracts, Criminal Law and Procedure, Evidence, Real Property, and Torts. 

The purpose of the MBE is to assess the extent to which an examinee can apply fundamental legal 

principles and legal reasoning to analyze given fact patterns. 

Both a raw score and a scaled score are computed for each examinee. A raw score is the number 

of questions answered correctly. Raw scores from different administrations of the MBE are not 

comparable, primarily due to differences in the difficulty of the questions from one administra­

tion to the next. The statistical process of equating adjusts for variations in the difficulty of the 

questions, producing scaled scores that represent the same level of performance across all MBE 

administrations. For instance, if the questions appearing on the July MBE were more difficult than 

those appearing on the February MBE, then the scaled scores for the July MBE would be adjusted 

upward to account for this difference. These adjustments ensure that no examinee is unfairly 

penalized or rewarded for taking a more or less difficult exam. Each jurisdiction determines its 

own policy with regard to the relative weight given to the MBE and other scores. (Jurisdictions 

that administer the Uniform Bar Examination [UBE] weight the MBE component 50%.) 
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Jurisdictions Using the MBE in 2014
 

Key for Jurisdictions Using the MBE in 2014 

Gray shading indicates jurisdictions using the MBE. Jurisdictions not shown on the map that are included in this category: 
the District of Columbia, Guam, Northern Mariana Islands, Palau, and Virgin Islands. 

No shading indicates jurisdictions not using the MBE. Jurisdiction not shown on the map that is included in this category: 
Puerto Rico. 
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2014 MBE
 
National Score Distributionsa
 

2014 MBE 

National Summary Statistics 


(Based on Scaled Scores)a
 

February July 2014 Total 

Number of Examinees 22,083 51,005 73,088 

Mean Scaled Score 138.0 141.5 140.4 

Standard Deviation 15.3 16.0 15.9 

Maximum 187.1 187.5 187.5 

Minimum 70.7 44.4 44.4 

Median 138.3 142.2 141.2 

MBE Scaled 

Scoreb
 

85 
90 
95 
100 
105 
110 
115 
120 
125 
130 
135 
140 
145 
150 
155 
160 
165 
170 
175 
180 
185 
190 

Percentage of Examinees 
February July 

(Mean = 138.0) (Mean = 141.5) 

0.0 0.1 
0.1 0.1 
0.3 0.2 
0.6 0.4 
1.2 1.0 
1.9 1.5 
3.4 2.6 
5.4 4.1 
7.3 6.1 
9.9 8.5 
12.3 10.6 
11.6 10.5 
13.5 12.9 
11.7 11.2 
8.1 10.3 
6.3 8.4 
3.4 5.3 
1.7 4.0 
0.8 1.6 
0.2 0.7 
0.1 0.1 
0.0 0.0 

2014 MBE National Score Distributionsa 
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aThe values reflect valid scores available electronically as of 1/21/2015. 

bThese data represent scaled scores in increments of 5. For example, the percentage reported for 135 includes examinees whose MBE scaled scores were 

between 130.5 and 135.4. 
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MBE National Examinee Counts, 2005–2014a 

Number of Examinees 
Year February July Total 

2005 21,265 49,998 71,263 

2006 22,824 51,176 74,000 

2007 22,250 50,181 72,431 

2008 20,822 50,011 70,833 

2009 18,868 50,385 69,253 

2010 19,504 50,114 69,618 

2011 20,369 49,933 70,302 

2012 20,695 52,337 73,032 

2013 21,578 53,706 75,284 

2014 22,083 51,005 73,088 
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MBE National Mean Scaled Scores, 2005–2014a 

Mean Scaled Scores 
Year February July Total 

2005 137.7 141.6 140.4 

2006 137.5 143.3 141.5 

2007 136.9 143.7 141.6 

2008 137.7 145.6 143.3 

2009 135.7 144.5 142.1 

2010 136.6 143.6 141.7 

2011 138.6 143.8 142.3 

2012 137.0 143.4 141.6 

2013 138.0 144.3 142.5 

2014 138.0 141.5 140.4 
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aThe values reflect valid scores available electronically as of 1/21/2015. 
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The National Conference of Bar Examiners has produced the Multistate Professional Responsibility 

Examination (MPRE) since 1980. In 2014, the MPRE was required in 53 jurisdictions. 

The MPRE consists of 60 multiple-choice questions whose scope of coverage includes the fol­

lowing: regulation of the legal profession; the client-lawyer relationship; client confidentiality; 

conflicts of interest; competence, legal malpractice, and other civil liability; litigation and other 

forms of advocacy; transactions and communications with persons other than clients; different 

roles of the lawyer; safekeeping funds and other property; communications about legal services; 

lawyers’ duties to the public and the legal system; and judicial conduct. The purpose of the MPRE 

is to measure the examinee’s knowledge and understanding of established standards related to a 

lawyer’s professional conduct. 

The MPRE scaled score is a standard score. Standard scaled scores range from 50 (low) to 150 

(high). The mean (average) scaled score was established at 100, based upon the performance of 

the examinees who took the MPRE in March 1999. The conversion of raw scores to scaled scores 

involves a statistical process that adjusts for variations in the difficulty of different forms of the 

examination so that any particular scaled score will represent the same level of knowledge from 

test to test. For instance, if a test is more difficult than previous tests, then the scaled scores on 

that test will be adjusted upward to account for this difference. If a test is easier than previous 

tests, then the scaled scores on the test will be adjusted downward to account for this difference. 

The purpose of these adjustments is to help ensure that no examinee is unfairly penalized or 

rewarded for taking a more or less difficult form of the test. Passing scores are established by each 

jurisdiction. 
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Jurisdictions Using the MPRE in 2014 

(with Pass/Fail Standards Indicated)
 

Key for Jurisdictions Using the MPRE in 2014 

Gray shading indicates jurisdictions using the MPRE. Jurisdictions not shown on the map that are included in this category: 
the District of Columbia (75), Guam (80), Northern Mariana Islands (80), Palau (75), and Virgin Islands (75). 

No shading indicates jurisdictions not using the MPRE. Jurisdiction not shown on the map that is included in this category: 
Puerto Rico. 
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2014 MPRE
 
National Summary Statistics 


(Based on Scaled Scores)a
 

March August November 

Number of Examinees 22,957 17,699 19,888 60,544 

Mean Scaled Score 93.1 93.1 94.5 93.6 

Standard Deviation 16.4 17.0 16.4 16.6 

Maximum 149 145 150 150 

Minimum 50 50 50 50 

Median 94 94 94 94 

2014 MPRE
 
National Score Distributionsa
 

2014 
Total 

Percentage of ExamineesMPRE 
Scaled March August November 

(Mean = 93.1) (Mean = 93.1) (Mean = 94.5)Scoreb 

50 1.8 2.5 1.4
 

60
 6.6 5.7 6.0
 

70
 13.2 12.8 12.4
 

80
 20.8 21.2 20.6
 

90
 24.1 25.2 23.9
 

100
 16.0 15.7 16.6
 

110
 10.9 10.5 13.5
 

120
 5.2 5.0 3.6
 

130
 1.3 1.1 1.9
 

140
 0.1 0.3 0.2
 

150
 0.0 0.0 0.0 

2014 MPRE National Score Distributionsa 
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aThe values reflect valid scores available electronically as of 1/23/2015 on both standard and alternative forms of the MPRE.
 
bThese data represent scaled scores in increments of 10. For example, the percentage reported for 70 includes examinees whose MPRE scaled scores 

were between 70 and 79. 
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2006 21,684 15,986 23,308 60,978 

2007 21,724 17,107 23,404 62,235 

2008 20,288 16,536 23,568 60,392 

2009 21,755 18,085 22,483 62,323 

2010 22,478 18,641 23,345 64,464 

2011 22,136 19,773 24,731 66,640 

2012 24,280 19,028 23,191 66,499 

2013 22,320 19,895 20,459 62,674 
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Mean Scaled Scores 
Mar./ 
Apr. Aug. Nov. Year  

Total 

2005 98.3 98.0 99.6 98.7 

2006 98.6 96.9 98.1 98.0 

2007 98.5 98.0 99.2 98.6 

2008 98.9 95.6 97.9 97.6 

2009 98.8 95.8 97.3 97.4 

2010 97.4 95.7 97.2 96.8 

2011 97.1 93.4 96.3 95.7 

2012 99.3 95.8 97.2 97.6 

2013 94.6 94.3 98.1 95.6 

2014 93.1 93.1 94.5 93.6 
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aThe values reflect valid scores available electronically as of 1/23/2015 on both standard and alternative forms of the MPRE. 
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The National Conference of Bar Examiners has produced the Multistate Essay Examination (MEE) 

since 1988. In 2014, the MEE was used in 31 jurisdictions. 

NCBE now offers six 30-minute questions per administration. This represents a change from 2013, 

when NCBE offered nine questions. 

The purpose of the MEE is to test the examinee’s ability to (1) identify legal issues raised by a 

hypothetical factual situation; (2) separate material which is relevant from that which is not; (3) 

present a reasoned analysis of the relevant issues in a clear, concise, and well-organized composi­

tion; and (4) demonstrate an understanding of the fundamental legal principles relevant to the 

probable solution of the issues raised by the factual situation. The primary distinction between the 

MEE and the Multistate Bar Examination (MBE) is that the MEE requires the examinee to demon­

strate an ability to communicate effectively in writing. 

Areas of law that may be covered on the MEE include the following: Business Associations (Agency 

and Partnership; Corporations and Limited Liability Companies), Civil Procedure, Conflict of 

Laws, Constitutional Law, Contracts, Criminal Law and Procedure, Evidence, Family Law, Real 

Property, Torts, Trusts and Estates (Decedents’ Estates; Trusts and Future Interests), and Uniform 

Commercial Code (Secured Transactions). Some questions may include issues in more than one 

area of law. The particular areas covered vary from exam to exam. Each jurisdiction determines 

its own policy with regard to the relative weight given to the MEE and other scores. (Jurisdictions 

that administer the Uniform Bar Examination [UBE] weight the MEE component 30%.) 
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Jurisdictions Using the MEE in 2014
 

* 

Key for Jurisdictions Using the MEE in 2014 

Gray shading indicates jurisdictions using the MEE. Jurisdictions not shown on the map that are included in this category: 
the District of Columbia, Guam, Northern Mariana Islands, and Palau. 

No shading indicates jurisdictions not using the MEE. Jurisdictions not shown on the map that are included in this category: 
Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands. 

*Alaska began administering the MEE in July 2014. 
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The National Conference of Bar Examiners has produced the Multistate Performance Test (MPT) 

since 1997. In 2014, the MPT was used in 41 jurisdictions. 

NCBE offers two 90-minute MPT items per administration. A jurisdiction may select one or both 

items to include as part of its bar examination. (Jurisdictions that administer the Uniform Bar 

Examination [UBE] use two MPTs as part of their bar examinations.) 

The MPT is designed to test an examinee’s ability to use fundamental lawyering skills in a realis­

tic situation. Each test evaluates an examinee’s ability to complete a task that a beginning lawyer 

should be able to accomplish. The MPT requires examinees to (1) sort detailed factual materials 

and separate relevant from irrelevant facts; (2) analyze statutory, case, and administrative materi­

als for applicable principles of law; (3) apply the relevant law to the relevant facts in a manner 

likely to resolve a client’s problem; (4) identify and resolve ethical dilemmas, when present; (5) 

communicate effectively in writing; and (6) complete a lawyering task within time constraints. 

Each jurisdiction determines its own policy with regard to the relative weight given to the MPT 

and other scores. (Jurisdictions that administer the UBE weight the MPT component 20%.) 
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Jurisdictions Using the MPT in 2014
 

Key for Jurisdictions Using the MPT in 2014 

Gray shading indicates jurisdictions using the MPT. Jurisdictions not shown on the map that are included in this category: 
the District of Columbia, Guam, Northern Mariana Islands, and Palau. 

No shading indicates jurisdictions not using the MPT. Jurisdictions not shown on the map that are included in this category: 
Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands. 


