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I had the honor of succeeding Sumner as MBE
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ing licensure requirements in Canada. I was extremely fortunate to have strong and committed committee members such as Greg Murphy of Montana
and David Boyd of Alabama, both future chairs of
the Conference.
Greg Murphy came to the attention of the
Conference when, as a member of the Montana
Board of Bar Examiners in the late 1980s, he successfully responded to a petition by some University
of Montana law students challenging the MBE in
the Montana Supreme Court. The petition asked
the Court to rescind its order adopting the MBE.
Montana had previously had the diploma privilege,
allowing graduates of the University of Montana
Law School to be admitted to the bar in Montana
without having to take the bar exam. The Court
adopted the MBE, and after a few years, the students
filed their petition. The Board of Bar Examiners
assigned to Greg the task of drafting a response.
After filing the board’s response, Greg brought the

As I look back on my time with the MBE
Committee and the Conference, I must recognize
the Conference’s three presidents and chief executive officers, Dick Julin, Frank Morrissey, and Erica
Moeser.
J. Richard (Dick) Julin, a former dean of the
University of Florida Law School, succeeded Joe
Covington as the Conference’s Director of Testing
and, in 1988, was elected the Conference’s first president and CEO. Dick excelled in defining his new
role. As with Joe Covington, Dick used his connections with academia to maintain the quality of the
test drafting committees.
In 1990, Dick was succeeded by Frank Morrissey
of Chicago. Frank was largely responsible for having
brought the Multistate Professional Responsibility
Examination into existence and acceptance in the
1980s.
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and led the committee until 1999 with great ability
and dedication.

My 20-year tenure on the MBE Committee
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California, during the break between the morning
and afternoon sessions of the MBE. The Pomona test
center was unusable for the afternoon session, and
we faced the question of how to determine scores for
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the Pomona test takers. I recall another interruption
in Michigan: a young lady completed the MBE and
gave birth to a child before the essay exams the next
day. The local press learned of this and asked me
what the Michigan Board would do for the lady. I
replied that we would send flowers.
My association with the Conference and the
opportunity to contribute to the MBE have been
highlights of my career. I am grateful for the chance
to have served and for the wonderful relationships
formed with my colleagues. I extend my best wishes
to the Conference for further success in serving the
public and the profession.
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